
PAC Meeting Minutes September 26, 2016 
 

There was a motion to approve minutes from last meeting; Chris first; Kris second 
 
Introductions/Review Agenda/Purpose of Meeting 
 
All present PAC members (Rachel, Valerie, Gillian, and Sherri) did introductions, along 
with Jenn Stewart, the DPAC (District Parent Advisory Council).  Jenn represents our 
PAC.  Parent representatives from the individual PACS that the district consults.  Deals 
with policy-level issues.  The next level is the BCCPAC (British Columbia Confederation 
PAC. 
 
Valerie quickly reviewed the agenda.  
 
There was a motion by Jenn Stewart to approve the DPAC membership; Kris seconded; 
all in favor; motion carried. 
 
What is the role of the PAC? 
 
Rachel reviewed that the purpose is to represent the diversity within the communities 
and contribute to the benefit of all students by: 

- Providing opportunities to educate and inform parents about the school; 
- Openly discussing parents’ concerns and aspirations for their schools. 

Rachel indicated we will be emailing those on the PAC list a more detailed summary of 
the above. 
 
Motion to approve last meeting minutes Jenn Stewart; Kris second; all in favor motion; 
carried. 
 
New Business 
 
Due to the full schedule, we will be deferring this to the next PAC meeting. 
 
Informal Brainstorming Session.  What interests, concerns, and suggestions do you 
have as a member of this school community?  How would you like to get involved? 
 
Parents were asked to note on a sticky note for review at the end of the meeting.  We 
did not have time to review the feedback at the meeting, the following is a summary 
that we can review at the next PAC meeting: 
 

- Food safe certification course 
- Music club; parents loan guitars/recorders/ukuleles 
- Music club or lessons 
- More arts programs within the school (not extracurricular only) 



- Bullying education that goes beyond Pink Shirt Day 
- Lunch tables for kids 
- Handwashing facilities for portables 
- More after school sports for younger grades 
- Every child to eat lunch at a proper table 
- Light at 16th and Manitoba 
- Discussion around lunch times so children do not need to eat lunch with coats on 
- Lunch room tables; number of tables for all students 
- 2 to 3 after school sports programs 
- Food quality choices at school events and hot lunch menus 
- Number of movies watched in classes over a year at parties and celebrations; 

seen as filling in time 
- Ensuring there are enough textbooks for all students to have for the learning 

needed.  Last year, several classes were needing to share/photocopy materials. 
 
Principal’s Report - Dawn: 
 
- Code of conduct to be sent out; draft has been sent out district wide one; Simon Fraser 
has a few things to update in ours as a result; you’ll see the changes in ours once 
circulated.   
- Healthy foods district level review - healthy foods guide from the ministry in terms of 
hot lunch.  VSB is looking at food safe; there are liability issues; goal is one list of 
vendors.  This year is a test year.   
- Meet the teacher; large number of new staff.  One event that’s coming up - Terry Fox 
run - Toni takes a big part in it.  11 a.m. run this Thursdays.  You can you bring sibling.   
- This Friday is a professional day. 
- Sports; we are up and running with cross country. 
- October 18th and 19th - goal setting for most classrooms.  Grade 1 Teachers will do 
conferencing in next 3 days.  Good time to start thinking about school goals.   
 
Treasurer 
 
- Balances; overall $8800 cash right now.  This includes gaming account, general, and 
funds on hold.  Raising the bar $19,000 - held by Simon Fraser.  Hot lunch raised - 
$3700.  Many thanks to Marilyn for her hard work on this program.    Spring fling raised - 
$1700.  Again, many thanks for Chris’ work on this event. 
- Chris has agreed to do the spring fling again.  Thank you Chris.   
- Fund raising effort was hugely successful – Raising the Bar – raising approx. $19,000. 
- Melodie asked about the status of the Primary reading books which were part of the 
Raising the Bar campaign.    A lot of parents would be interested in helping to organize 
the new books.  Dawn is reviewing the status of the book order and noted she will 
review with the Committee and get this information for the next PAC meeting. 
- Table fundraising for next meeting.  PAC to come back with a breakdown of the fund 
allocation update from Raising the Bar for 2016/17 (including the primary books).  PAC 



will continue to support the one donation.  It doesn’t have to be exclusive to that.  Any 
other fundraisers are volunteer driven.  The cost/time benefit should be considered 
when proposing one, and the goal has been to have community focused fundraisers 
such as spring fling and the social. 
 
 
Upcoming Events and Ways to Get Involved 
 
- Fruits and veggies.  Melodie – this program is supported by Ministry of health and 
agriculture program and ministry of health – not the PAC.  Purpose is for kids to try 
different  fruit and veggies and milk.  There has to be a coordinator to run it and that is 
Melodie.  Pilot up to grade 5 with portion of milk.  They are in need of volunteers.  The 
food as much as possible is sourced locally.  Some schools have grade 7s do distribution, 
so that may be something to consider.  Thursday morning help after drop off two or 
more volunteers are needed.  Melodie commented that kids will often try new foods 
with others.  The eating is to occur in the class and a discussion is to take place in the 
classroom about the food and nutrition.  May need to review this with the teachers as it 
appears it is not always happening.   Melodie works with the school because of allergies 
and soy milk is also offered, and classes can opt out.  There was discussion around how 
some parents were not aware of the program, and there is no form to sign to opt in or 
out due to a variety of reasons.  She has run the programs for 3 years, and on the allergy 
front has had no issues.  The program will be noted in the October school 
newsletter.  Melodie will have a conversation with the actual program about a proper 
form.  It was suggested that a notation be made in forms that parents complete start of 
year regarding the program so they can opt in or out and Dawn encouraged including as 
much detail as possible regardless.  It was suggested to the delay the next food time to 
October to allow for a review of the paperwork, but it was already scheduled.  A form 
such as what we complete for everything from photos to Terry Fox was suggested, and 
Melodie will review and get back to PAC. 
 
- Survey results summarized.  Popular item pizza.  Breakfast - not seen as 
important.  Problem - time or interest in volunteering.  Sarah McKenzie has volunteered 
to do a trial pizza day and it would be a Monday.  We have two other volunteers as well 
to assist; Melissa Lepp and Lindy Le to do a trial lunch for pizza; likely in October or 
November.  One suggestion was to review grade 7s helping with food distribution; 
clarify who sorts this if that is an option?   
 
- Adult social - Karen.  Fundraising at the school in the past.  No social last 
year.  Heritage hall was closed for renos .  There will be a Fall social at the Anza club - 
Oct 21st.  50s cocktail party.  20 per ticket.  Includes drink and raffle ticket to 1 
a.m.  Room charge better than heritage hall.  First social 4 or 5 years ago.  We’re hoping 
to raise around $6500.  A parent volunteer form will go out as well.  Beer and 
wine.  Karen and Sherri to recoup funds.  Close to $2000 for heritage hall; Anza around 
$1100.  Selling 150 tickets.  Will be a silent auction as well.   



 
- PAC communication – will clarify how to best to do that before the next meeting and 
sort privacy issues.   We are in the process of updating the webpage, sorting when to do 
newsletters, and the facebook page is up to date.  We are getting there! 
 
- Tony - gym teacher.  He provided an update on the reason the high jump mat is 
needed (PAC approved funding it), and provided an update on current and future needs, 
along with an update on sports.  He’s been the gym teach for 11 years at 
Fraser.  Teaches all the kids in the school.  Is cautious regarding spending money.   There 
is a golf program coming in this year and sat on it for a year to get it half price.  High 
jump mat – explanation – it’s used for a lot aside from high jump.  The old one was 25 
years old.  Doesn’t usually put items like that on the wish list.  Long term need:  Goggles 
for hockey.  Had 8 divisions; now 14.  Use to have a ton of equipment but now it’s 
trashed.  Outside equipment.  There is a volunteer program for grade 4,5,6 and they 
give out equipment at lunch time.  Equipment gets worn down quickly.  Hurting on the 
outdoor equipment.  He’s open to donations for outside equipment; communicate to 
parents via the PAC newsletter.  He’s open to parents suggestions for sporting activities; 
a program back for example.  Something more specific for sports activities.  Wrestling is 
going on right now.  Volunteer coaches needed for other sports.  There is a ton of 
interest in basketball.  Boys and girls.  Beginning of November - Volley ball will 
start.  Morning or afternoon practice.  Future expenditures:  Traverse climbing wall.  Will 
provide more info on that.  Pro d workshops he can attend as well.   He is open to 
proposals for younger grade activities as well.  Little kids are kind of left out.  Vancouver 
athletics calendar and we will put it in the newsletter.  What does the school normally 
offer and what the district has to offer as a whole. 
 
Motion to adjourn first Kelly; seconded Karen 
 
 


